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LAW OFFICES 


Ferbstein & Schwartz 


AKRON, OHIO 



October 1, 1964 


George J. Fuld, et al 
P. O. Box 9035 
Akron, Ohio 44305 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to your request, a research of the law has been made concern¬ 
ing the potential liability of certain parties for statements which they intend to 
make relative to certain U, S. Assay $20.00 Gold Coins of 1853. 

The information furnished me indicated that certain of these coins came 
into the possession of the parties, that the parties suspected counterfeiting, and 
that the parties, after conducting extensive scientific tests, have determined, 
in their opinion, that certain of these coins are definitely counterfeit; that is, 
they are not in fact genuine U. S, Assay $20, 00 Gold Coins of 1853. 

The law of the State of Ohio has been reviewed along with the general 
law of libel and slander in order to determine the potential liability of any 
spokesman of the investigating group to a seller of the subject coins for defama¬ 
tion as a result of a statement of opinion by the spokesman that said coins are 
counterfeit. The laws of all fifty states have not been completely and thoroughly 
reviewed. 

My research indicates that a spokesman for the group would not render 
himself liable in a libel or slander action for statements of his opinion that the 
coins are not what they purport to be on their face; that is, U, S, Assay $20.00 
Gold Coins of 1853, It is important in this regard that the spokesman confine his 
statements to the coin itself without any reliance on or condemnation or refutation 
of any statements made by any individuals connected with the coins. There is danger 
in attacking the credibility, honesty or professional judgment of the seller or 
any other person who has made statements relative to the coin. 

Truth is an absolute defense to any libel or slander action, and therefore, 
there need be no fear of statements made which are, in fact, irrefutably true. 

This opinion is rendered, however, on the premise that the group*s scientific 



George J. Fuld, et al 
October 1, 1964 


Page Two 


evidence indicates that the coins are counterfeit, although such evidence may not 
unequivocally establish that point. I also caution you in this regard, not to make 
any defamatory comments concerning any individuals connected with the coins 
regardless of your belief at this time in the truth of such comments. 

No lawyer can guarantee that an individual will not be sued in a court of 
law. The best we can do is to render an opinion that if our client is sued the 
legal issues will most certainly be resolved in his favor. Therefore, I do 
not intend to indicate herein an immunity from legal action, but rather, an 
almost certain freedom from ultimate liability. 

Members of your group may feel free to answer questions of federal 
investigative authorities relative to your knowledge of the source of the 
counterfeit coins. I would not, however, volunteer this information to news¬ 
papers, other news media or professional groups. 

A copy of a suggested form of a letter to be sent to the counterfeit coin 
owners is enclosed herewith. 


Very truly yours, 


James M. Pexelman 


JMP:pap 


Enc. 




Poar 9Us 

Tfc* U. ft. A*#*y $20. ©0 C«14 tola nf W$l, whick you previously 
forwarded to me ha* fceea •eftoatiifcally «a»M« It l* my opinion, hared 
upon tfco fotSffvki eciemtftc data. that tfel* coin i* not at authentic 
U. ft, A*#*y $20. ©0 CoM Cola of IftSS? 

(Hemal U*i scientific data) 

1 suggest shat you take a ay action which you Atom appropriate 
iactadteg she notification of the proper governmental author Itta*. 


Vary truly your* 
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JOHN WORK GARRETT LIBRARY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 



4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 
BALTIMORE 10, MARYLAND 


ELIZABETH BAER, Librarian 

SARAH E. FREEMAN, Curator, Numismatics 
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EVERGREEN HOUSE 


September 30, 19^4 


Dr. George Fuld 
P.O.Box 9035 
Akron, Ohio 44303 

Dear George: 

Herewith is the information you wanted about the United States 
Assay Office, California, double eagle of 1853 in our collection. 

Me have two specimens - 884 thous. and 900 thous. Both were acquired by 
T. Harrison Garrett, and I have not yet noted ary possible pedigree. 

The 884 thous. is 34 mm. in diameter and weighs 33.915 gms. 

The 900 thous. is also 34 mm. in dm., and weighs 33*377 gms. 

Neither of the pieces are proofs, but Mr. Garrett describes the first 
as xf and the second as unc. 

I enclose pictures and negatives. They aren’t the best I*ve ever 
taken, but should be clear enough for your purpose. There is no charge. 
I’m only too happy to help you catch the bum, and hope you will keep me 
informed. 


Sincerely yours 
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October 29, 196U 


Dr.George Fuld 
P.O.Box 9035 
Akron f Ohio bit305 

Deer George* 

I am sending you herewith the United States 
Assay |20 in proof condition from the Farouk Sale which 
was sent to me by Abe Koscff. It is to be returned to 
hi* but may be tested in a nondestructive manner, if 
desirable. I am instructed, that whenever it is mailed, 
it must be sent by Hegisiered Mail, insured for h & 5,000.00, 
and each party handling it should be cautioned against 
injuring it in any way. 

I am likewise enclosing «y personal special 
of a United States Assay .20 piece which shows a sub¬ 
stantially developed die break in the text panel on the 
refers®. It may likewise be subjected to nondestructive 
teats and should be returned to the writer in due o our re. 

X presume you wish to have photographs taken 
of both and subject the same to x-ray defration, x-ray 
chemical analysis, measurement, etc. 

Sincerely yours. 


KHIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EP?l/stb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


Sawnebor I9&k 
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. • •Sox $0^ 

Akrsa, or.l* U50S 

Door So-orgei 

Vhn : toltphentd yew sight, *0 you 

I w&a & liitX# *heefc«6 that yew t»«4 twrootf «w the 
*0Ts«4nsi»g %Xm» U*3*§t0 £o#*y 9i9«os to tfcw : : eer*»t Sorviw#* 

I fool os tfcwwgh %hi* ‘^as 10 1 to aoeortftnw* with tfe* 
■B4«r«tAA41ag of the grew? that eay »w«h t**%%f>n would first 
fe# dioewweod with and weaoidorwd by the group* fh# group 
we a f«r»«4 ay 41*8 Sloes to aeoartalfs the tmetn ooi#o»t 
tr&n the «olm« »»d 'ho w«w the instigator rospon* 
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Ho apparently fd«h *• 2 d*« 
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ISttCAfftCft $CHS*Itf 


K* 7*tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


9*v«ai»er 18* 1£6I» 


rr# Oeora* Fold 
. . vox 9035 
AVr&&» Ohio kk$Q$ 

Q**r $«erg*i 

Vh*s I tftlftphenftd you Tuesday night, »• yoa •«*?«»%•*, 
i ««« « little shocked that yew had turned orer «ft« natter 
IMIMnii»| the y,S*|80 Amy pie*e» to fcb# Secret lereiee. 

I feel as though thtft **s eat Ir accordance with tfeft 
under*tanding of the group that «ny »«*h nation would firftt 
fee diccttftted with and eoneidered by the group* the group 
was fomcd fey die Sloes to assert*!© tho facts orient 
free the eoina thenaelve* and he w*s the Inatigfttor reftpon* 
libit :' 111 of M tlMi Ifflftflllf to %ccvk nr. them* 

Re apparently fee1ft ftft 1 do* 

Ton teld o* you sated on ; ar lawyer** adrier are I 
reaped thftt* Verertheles# after eeve *1 noatbs of w«rb by 
tfeft group • few days for tbs gr^up to «©o»itf«r why eooh 
*•%!•• vfte r»t—liftdil e -’V# nftde euefe diff»r#«ftft« 

Si-oerely yot*r». 


IE«CAnof 8*01*tf 
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December 4, 1964 


Mrs. George J. Fuld 
1773 Delia Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44320 


Dear Haney: 


I presume that you and your baby are 
fine and that you will get a great deal of pleasure 
from your new arrival, I would like to talk to you 
as soon as you feel rested enough to do so, and 
therefore suggest that you drop me a note whenever 
you are ready and I will telephone you. 

In the meantime, I hope that George 
is better and that you will be helpful in solving 
his problems. I certainly realize how much you 
have gone through. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN:ra 


Mrs. George fuld 

469 SANDHURST ROAD 
AKRON, OHIO 44313 
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January 1$, 196$ 


Mrs. George J. Fold 
U69 Sandhurst Hoad 
Akron, Ohio Ui313 

Bear Sancys 

I certainly hope that George is 
getting better day by day. I also hope that 
you are getting thinner and the baby is getting 
fatter. 


This letter is written to you because 
I presume George is not to have any ooin corres 
pondenoe from me. 

I now understand that the Secret Ser¬ 
vice is going to return the coins and data 
which were delivered to them by George. When 
they do ooae back they siay be sent either to 
: : ' ' : . :•, c : J O 

I do not know if they have been photo 
graphed and perhaps would like to have their 
pictures taken by the same person who took the 
pictures of the other pieces. 

Cordially, 


ERIC P. MEWMA?^ 


CC* 

Mr .Melvin Fuld 
Dr.James 0 . Sloss 


EPH/atb 


IVSELVIN FULD 

A.fcLA. Ho. 11332; FELLOW, A.N.S. 

P.O. Box 6047, Baltimore 31, Md. 

Arlington Park Apts., Apt. ID. 6701 Park Heights Ave. Baltimore 15, Md. 

Collector of 

Washington, Lafayette Franklin Medals; Civil War Tokens, Store Cards & Tokens of All Descriptions. 
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March 9, 1965 


Dr.George Fuld 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear George: 


The Secret Service telephoned me, today,and told 
me that they were returning the Assay Office coins to you from 
theCleveland office. They asked me if I wished to be present 
or to have a representative present. 

I told them that it was unnecessary as you would 
send the coins and other data to me as soon as they were turned 
over to you. 


Incidentally, exactly what size and type of film 
was used to take the place and white pictures, as they are 
ce rtainly superb. 

My best to you and Nancy and your brood. 


Sincerely. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


July 19, 1965 


Dr* leorge Fold 




Deer leorge* 

In connect! n with y : ur expenditure of 163*6? for the 

. , rch, the one- 

which ou ©eked each person to absorb is :32*?0. 

I o- enclosing check' eoveringfoar^flftfc* of the a nt 
and leaving yea to absorb your one-fifth. Reimbursement has been 
made or v 1 be mad© to me to coyer the portion of others* 

I erasure you realise t: at others have expended moneys 
in connection with their research but I feel that none of thesis, 
under t^e circumstances, will ask yon to participate in those 
outlays* 


itindeet regards. 


Sincerely, 


E-W/at b 


be* 

Dr* James Slose, ID;25 Third t,, beaver, Penna* 

Mr* John J* Pittman, 6 Acton St., Rochester, Uev forte 
Mr. A* Eosoff, P* 0. Box 656, Encino, California 

PLEASE SEND £ THE $32*70 to cover your portion. 


□ edrge Jdseph Fuld, Sc. D. 



^ e#'* 

W3'3> 


'a>^ 





GEORGE J. FULD, SC.D. 
469 SANDHURST ROAD 
AKRON, OHIO 44313 


August 8 




Dear Eric: 

Hope you could read my scrawled note of 
East week—was just leavingfor a weeks meeting in 
ij.IT. ad wanted to acknowledge the checks. By the 

no idea how mention of 1853 "proofs” got 
in Guide Book. The/mly thing I 

u.ou to Ronnie Carr (copy to us) that you didn 1 t 

want them listed yot. 

Also, did you get the Washington 1791 cent patterns 
you mentioned on the phone to me?? How about des¬ 
criptions and photots? 


r ' token 

collector fan—thy're current, elusive, and above all 
cheap—so my wife can’t argue my playing 
Well it seems that there id at least one type with 
three varieties from St. Louis (Bast St. Louis has 

at least). BIEDEHMAN'S furniture 
store issues tokens, and one is very common—a throe 
ft ysssr .Js 

nd. with a four line reverse, and a second 

without the ' is v- xy tough to get. Do you think you 
could use your ’influence' to get me at, leasi 
of the scarcer types—hut preferably 2 Or 3 aoh (Doug 

£ 

11 duplicates). Please see >rt you qan do. 

Also, if you hear, see or smell any other parking tokens 

parking lots), place get me several specimens each. 


Thon r for the h 
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2/28/66 


Dear Eric: 

Re question in round robbin letter: 

I need no further facts. '•PROOF” pieces impossible 
as either struck on cast flans or centrifigally cast - 
a practical impossibility in 18531ii 

The "unc” pieces also impossible - die formed flans* 
Reeding impossible 
etc etc. 

I say both types not contemporary with 18531M 

Signed "Geo*” 


Talked to Sloss Sunday 
& he agrees! I 


March 3, 1966 


Mr.George Fuld 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear George: 

You delayed so long in doing something for me on the 
Maryland that the one note I wanted got away. 

As to the July 26, 1775 $2-2/3, why don't you let me 
know what condition this is in and what value you assigned to 
its also what value you feel should be assigned to the Admiral 
Vernon tokens. 

Do you have any other Colonial paper money, from other 
states, or any state bank notes, or scrip, which you are parting 
with ? 


Kindest regards. 


EPN/atb 


Form #105 


March 3, 1966 


MEMORANDUM 

Eric P. Nevman 

Deer George: 

I am circulating our committee with your thoughts on the 
USAOG matter. 

I presume you got a copy of Kosoff’s thinking. 

I also presume you have a copy of the letter which Garland 
wrote to Ryan. 

Kindest regards. 


Mr. George Fuld 


EPN /atb 



^ CONFIDENTIAL - AIRMAIL 


March 7, 1966 


Mr Eric P Newman 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Edison Bros Stoves, Inc 
Box 14020 

400 Washington Avenue 
St Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Erici 

Per Abe£ reauest, the following facts summarize the facts found 
“unofficially 5 ' last year on the 1853 "Proof" and "Unc" gold 
pieces. 

1. The weight of the "proof" and "unc" pieces is wrong. 

2. The edge reeding (number and type) of both pieces is wrong. 

3. The proof pieces struck on centrifugally cast gold fla^s or 
alternately the whole coin centrifugally cast. 

o u 

4. Th3 "Unc" pieces are turned down afr lathe ~ that is, the 
planchet has lathe (automatic type) marks on it. 

5. The die break evidence of "genuine" 1853 pieces with pedigrees 
before 1900 show die states before and after the "proof" and 
"unc" copies. 

6. Only one genuine proof piece examined - the Zabpiskie-Farouk 


piece 


7„ It is a manifest impossibility for the 1853 pieces in "proof" 
and "unc" condition to have been made in 1853 at the U S Assay 
Off ice. 



Yours truly 


469//Sandhurst Road 
Akron, Ohio 44313 


ph 


cc: A Kossoff 


J J Pittman 
J 0 Sloss 




TX/A^, l Se-Jt 


GEORGE J. FULD, SC.D. 
469 SANDHURST ROAD 
AKRON, OHIO 44313 
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3U63 Lakeview Blvd. 
Stow, Ohio UU22I4. 
August 29, 1966 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

P. 0. Box 11*020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In the attached package you will find the negatives of the photo¬ 
graphs of gold coins which I took for George. There are also three X-ray 
patterns and the set of slides which I prepared for George. Not included 
are the negatives of coins 10 and 11. These were obtained from a museum 
by George and returned as soon as prints were made. A complete list of 
the items enclosed is on a separate sheet. 

These items are all the property of George Fhld and should be returned 
to him when you are finished with them and he is again able to use them. 

As I mentioned in our conversation this morning, I would be very much in¬ 
terested in receiving a copy of your testimony when it is available. 

I feel that a successful termination of this work might be a factor 
in George’s recovery, since, although he was very certain of his facts, 
it seemed to be a considerable worry to him. 

I was pleased to hear that you were satisfied with the quality of 
the photographs. I have not included any exact data on how they were 
taken; if you should wish any more information I would be only to happy 
to supoly it. 

I should mention that Goodyear would not wish to be officially involved 
in this. Although we used their equipment, we (theoretically at least) 
did all the work on our own time with our own supplies. 

With best wishes for a successful outcome of your case, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert M. McMillan 

RMM:cm 


NEGATIVES 


.ive No. 

Description 

21 

Obverse 

Coin 1 

23 

Reverse 

Coin 1 

31 

Obverse 

Coin 2 

33 

Obverse 

Coin 2 

35 

Reverse 

Coin 2 

1*1 

Obverse 

Coin 3 

1*3 

Reverse 

Coin 3 

37 

Obverse 

Coin b 

39 

Reverse 

Coin U 

1*5 

Obverse 

Coin $ 

1*7 

Reverse 

Coin 5 

27 

Obverse 

Coin 6 

29 

Reverse 

Coin 6 

1*9 

Obverse 

Coin 7 

51 

Reverse 

Coin 7 

52 

Reverse 

Coin 7 

53 

Obverse 

Coin 8 

55 

Reverse 

Coin 8 

57 

Obverse 

Coin 9 

59 

Reverse 

Coin 9 

63 

Obverse 

Coin 12 

65 

Reverse 

Coin 12 

67 

Obverse 

Coin 13 

69 

Reverse 

Coin 13 

61 

Edges Coins 6, 7 


light 2.6 cm from stage 


light 10.6 cm from stage 
light 2.6 cm from stage 


2 


X-RAY PATTERNS 

No. 3 Coin 3 
No. 5 Coin 5 
No. 6 Coin 6 


LANTERN SLIDES (UNNUMBERED) 


Color 

Coin 

12 

obverse 

and reverse 

Color 

Coin 

7 

obverse 

and reverse 

Color 

Coin 

6 

obverse 

and reverse 

Color 

Coin 

13 

obverse 

and reverse 


Coin 

12 

reverse 

lettering 


Coin 

9 

reverse 

lettering 


Coin 

7 

reverse 

lettering 


Coin 

6 

reverse 

lettering 


Coin 

13 

reverse 

lettering 


Coin 

13 

obverse 



Coin 

12 

obverse 



Coin 

7 

obverse 



Coin 

6 

obverse 



Coin 6 obverse wing to MERIC 
Coins 6, 2, 7 edges 
X-ray pattern Coin 3 
X-ray pattern Coin 5 
X-ray pattern Coin 7 




September 6, 1?66 


r # obert . McMillan 
3U63 Lakeview Boulevard 
Stow, Ohio Uh22U 

Dear Mr* McHillan: 

Thank you for your letter of August 29, 1966 with the 
film. 

I am pleased to advise you that I located the three 
mis sin X-ray patterns arson other papers previously 
forwarded to me by feorre. 

I would specifically like to know whether the enlarge¬ 
ments showing detailed portions were made from the films 
wnieh you sent .no or whether they are separate films 
taken of those ureas as was the case on sons of the i* 

tfould you be nice enough to advise me as to that situation? 

I was most interested in your feeling that a successful 
termination of this work might be a factor in George’s 
recovery because he was quite worried about it, particular¬ 
ly after a letter from attorneys. 

A copy of my testimony will be sent to you as soon as the 
arbitrators release testimony for general distribution. 

Thank you for your wholehearted cooperation. 

Yours very truly. 


• . 


EPNsab 


George j. fuld, Sc.D. 

W73--DELIA AVE NUE _ 

AKRON, OHIO 44320 
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3 I 4.63 Lakeview Blvd. 
Stow, Ohio UU22li 
September 11, 1^66 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6U50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Bear Mr. Newmans 

I am glad to hear that the negatives and slides have reached 
you in good order. 

In answer to your question, all of the photographs which 
George sent you, including the details of the printing on the 
reverses and the field on the obverse, were made from, the nega¬ 
tives I sent you. These negatives were also used in the pre¬ 
paration of the black and white slides which I sent to you. 

In each case where the number on the negative did not 
appear in the enlargement that same numoer was prepared on 
a transparent or opaque piece of plastic and placed on the 
printing paper or slide. It was then exposed along with the 
enlargement. In this way, all the prints or slides are posi¬ 
tively identified with the original negative. 

If you have any further questions please feel free to 
contact me. 


Sincerely yours, 

ft. 


HMM: cm 


Robert M. McMillan 


